
Ministry of Education 
Field Services Branch  
315 Front Street West, 12th Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 0B8 
 

Ministère de l’Éducation 
Direction des services dans les régions 
315, rue Front Ouest, 12e étage 
Toronto ON M7A 0B8 

 

 

Date: December 13, 2024 

Memorandum to: Principals of Inspected Private Schools 
Principals of Inspected First Nation/Federally-operated 
Schools 
 

From: Clayton La Touche 
Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Student Support and Field Services Division, 
Ministry of Education 
 

Subject: Literacy Graduation Requirements for Online Private 
School Students Residing Outside of Ontario 

 
 

All students are required to meet the secondary school literacy graduation requirement 
in order to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). Most students complete 
this requirement by successfully completing the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 
(OSSLT), an online assessment that must be administered in person. Following up on 
the email sent to you on June 25, 2024, indicating a return to the requirement for 
students to attempt the OSSLT prior to enrolling in the Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Course (OSSLC), we are providing you with further clarification for Ontario 
online private schools.  
 
Students Residing in Ontario: 
Students who reside in Ontario and take courses online through an inspected Ontario 
private school must take the OSSLT. 
Schools may arrange for students to take the OSSLT in the following ways: 

1) They may take the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) onsite at 
the inspected Ontario online private school if the school has the facilities for 
students to come onsite or if the student lives within proximity to the school; or 

2) They may take the OSSLT onsite at another inspected Ontario private school or 
public school. Schools will need to make arrangements using the GUEST student 
instructions found in the below user guide. 

 
Creating and managing groupings  – User Guide for the Administration of the Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) (vretta.com) 
Before the OSSLT – User Guide for the Administration of the Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Test (OSSLT) (vretta.com). 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feqao-kb-osslt.lswp.vretta.com%2Fknowledge-base%2Fviewing-or-managing-classes%2F%23preparing-groupings-for-guest-students&data=05%7C02%7CGreg.McLeod%40ontario.ca%7C4efa96878917468bdd7f08dca73b0188%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C638569119085280930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J334ibsCzpdv6C9JXhfUhoCd0U4Gu1AY7bEHYG2C1VA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feqao-kb-osslt.lswp.vretta.com%2Fknowledge-base%2Fviewing-or-managing-classes%2F%23preparing-groupings-for-guest-students&data=05%7C02%7CGreg.McLeod%40ontario.ca%7C4efa96878917468bdd7f08dca73b0188%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C638569119085280930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J334ibsCzpdv6C9JXhfUhoCd0U4Gu1AY7bEHYG2C1VA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feqao-kb-osslt.lswp.vretta.com%2Fknowledge-base%2Fbefore-the-assessment%2F%23adding-guest-students&data=05%7C02%7CGreg.McLeod%40ontario.ca%7C4efa96878917468bdd7f08dca73b0188%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C638569119085295664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5IYDlDW3WOFsD41NDjnJ%2FmyJ%2BdjP30r%2FbnjIpwqYFlk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feqao-kb-osslt.lswp.vretta.com%2Fknowledge-base%2Fbefore-the-assessment%2F%23adding-guest-students&data=05%7C02%7CGreg.McLeod%40ontario.ca%7C4efa96878917468bdd7f08dca73b0188%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C638569119085295664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5IYDlDW3WOFsD41NDjnJ%2FmyJ%2BdjP30r%2FbnjIpwqYFlk%3D&reserved=0


If principals have further questions related to the administration of the OSSLT they 
should contact info@EQAO.com . 
 
Students Residing Outside of Ontario: 
To meet the literacy graduation requirement, students who reside outside of Ontario 
may enrol directly into the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) without 
attempting the OSSLT.  
 
I trust that this provides the clarification that schools have been seeking this summer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clayton La Touche 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@EQAO.com

